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Abstract

This research is conducted in order to improve students’ writing ability by using
intensive reading at tenth grade of SMAN 14 Kabupaten Tangerang. In conducting
this research the writer used qualitative descriptive as the method of the research.
In this research used purposive sampling with the sample was 36 participants. To
collect and analyzed the data, the writer used the information from observation,
students’ writing test and interview. The result of observation and interview in this
research showed that intensive reading can improve students’ writing ability on
descriptive text. The result also supported by students’ writing test. It can be seen
from students’ pre-test and post-test. The average score of pre-test was 30.1 or 35%
and the average score of post-test was 55.4 or 65% of 36 students. The average score
of post-test showed higher with increase score 25.3 or 30% of 36 students than their
pre-test. It means intensive reading can improve students’ writing ability especially
on descriptive text. From the result, the writer concluded that teaching writing
descriptive text using intensive reading at tenth grade of SMAN 14 Kabupaten
Tangerang can improve their writing ability. For the teachers and the further
researchers, it is recommended that to implement this method in English classroom
to improve students’ writing skill.
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1. Introduction skill in teaches English it should be

In learning English there are four mastered by the students in their level of
skills should be mastered by the study. According to Aquilina (1999:13)
students in all level of education. They said that writing is one of the language
are listening, speaking, reading and skills that should be mastered by
writing. Language could be speaking students. In writing skill, the students
and writing, so it is important to learn it should be master their vocabulary and
in both ways. In listening and reading, know how to use grammar in making
the students was received a message texts or sentences. It is an important skill
that is formulated by another. One of because it will be apply in many aspect

25



JIPIS Volume 28, No. 2, Juli-Desember 2019

of life. Through writing, people are
supposed to be able to express their
ideas in writing form. According to
(Hogue, 2007) said that writing is never
stop in one step action, it is an ongoing
activity. In  each
(2005)
(2013:1-9) said that writing is an action

creative other

definition, Mayer in Aryni
to organize ideas or information to
transform ideas into words and gave

coherent
(2014:67-73)
also said that writing skills is an activity

them structure and

organization. Despande
continues to developmental of process
teaching learning in school. Writing
becomes the most difficult skill when it
is learn by the foreign language learners
it support by Adas & Bakir (2013:254-
266). Furthermore, Tans (2014:1) in
Salem (2018:147-154) said that “Writing
is a skill in learning language that must
be mastered by everyone especially for
students because writing is a final
product after learners have studied
about listening, speaking and reading”.
In expressed the thought into a written
language, feeling plays an important
role as well, so that the product will be
easily understood and enjoy by the
readers. To do so, of course, it needs a
good and interesting language. In other
words, writing is closely related with
the taught, feeling and ability in using a
language. Because that, to made a good
writing, the students needed to hard
thinking and have to extent knowledge
to got corrected writing when the
students were writing something they
have to product some word, sentence,
and paragraph at the same time.
Therefore, if the students want be a good
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writer they have to master all aspect
about writing. In writing class students
have some difficulties aspects, such as:
they had difficulty to choose words to
make a paragraph or essay and the
difficulties the
appropriate strategies for the English

teacher in finding
class especially in writing class for the
teacher. The English Curriculum, at
SMAN 14 Kabupaten Tangerang, it is
clearly stated that one of the objectives
of the English subject is developing the
ability =~ which
speaking, reading and writing. In fact

covered listening,
has shown that many students is good in
writing essay in Indonesian language
but not in English language, they still
have difficulty to arranging words in the
text and selection words. In teaching
and learning English, there are many
strategies to teach students whether in
materials or techniques of English skills.
The students who learn English will be
successful if the learning sources or
strategies are relevant with the students
need. One of strategy which is suitable
in teaching writing is intensive reading
According to Miller (2011:69-84) said
that intensive reading as a methodology,
particularly as it applied to vocabulary
development. By intensive reading the
teacher easily controls students in
writing a text and students will be more
focused on the learning process in the
classroom activity. Intensive reading as
a methodology is a teacher centered
approach it means the teacher as a guide
The teacher
could control the class whether in

of classroom activities.

teaching learning process included

grammar, vocabulary, and
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comprehending text. In this research the
writer would try to use intensive
reading as a strategy in learning writing
on descriptive text. Descriptive text is a
text which describes the features of
people, animals, things, or places.
According to Collin (2009) in Eramona
(2014:1-9) said that descriptive text is to
describes specific of places can be of a
building, a room, a town, an area or a
visit, this text usually describe about
location, content, and others
characteristics. Furthermore, according
to Pardiyono (2007:34) in Siburian
(2013:32-44) said that descriptive is a
type of written text belonging to the
specific function to describes about an
object clearly to read by the reader, in
order to the reader can visualize the
the writer’s

topic and enter into

experience. In descriptive text are
includes the social function of the text
are to describe a particular person,
place, and things. In others, there are
two aspects in descriptive text such as
language

generic

structures and
There

structures of the text; identification and

generic

features. are two

description. Identification is about
introducing subject or thing that will be
described, whereas, description is brief
details about who, or what of the
subject. According to Siburian (2013:32-
44) said that language features of
descriptive text is focus on specific
participant, use simple present tense,
action verb, adjective verb, noun, and
adverb. Descriptive text is a kind of
writing that consists of description,
characteristics, definition of something,

object or something. Descriptive writing
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also involves putting across feelings,
describing place, things and object. In
this case the writer is going to describe
about place by the students’ ability in
writing descriptive text based on their
own words in writing.

2. Research Method

In this research apply the
principals of qualitative research to find
out students’ writing ability on
descriptive text by using intensive
reading. According to Creswell (1998) in
(2009:44) said that “the

countours of qualitative research can be

Suparman

observed by looking across several
that
shares”. This research used descriptive
statistic. According to Gay (2012:319)
“descriptive

persepectives leading authors

statistic provide basic
the number of
their
characteristics, and how they did on a
that

descriptive statistic can be used to give

information about
participants in a  study,

test or outcome”. It means
information about the number of the

students’” improvement in writing
descriptive text. It focused on the fact
and information about students” writing
ability on descriptive text by using
intensive reading and the data collected
after conducting a test on students’
worksheet of descriptive writing. Then,
the result would be described in from of
paper. The writer took class social X-2 as
the participants that consists of 36
students, the writer only took 6 students
from the all of students. They are chose
as the representative of the class that
would be arranged by the writer. It is

used to know students” writing ability
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on descriptive text. Furthermore,
Suparman (2009:67) said that purposive
sampling is one of technique that focus
on specific participants. So, the sample
in this research is taken by using
purposive sampling, because the writer
took only one class from three classes,

and it consists of 36 students in social

class X-2. This research applied
triangulation sources or multiple
sources of information including

students” writing test, observation and
interview.

3. Result
In this research the writer used

observation, students” writing test and
interview in answering the research
question on how intensive reading can
improve students’ writing ability on
descriptive text in learning writing. The
writer elaborated the result of data as
follows:
a. Result of Observation

The writer used observation to
collect the data from the field. In
observation, the writer became non-
participant or observer. The writer did
three times of observation.

In the first observation on July 23rd
2018, at SMAN 14
Tangerang, the writer asked permission
to the teacher to do the research. The
writer only saw the condition and

Kabupaten

situation of the classroom.

In second observation on August
14t 2018 at SMAN 14 Kabupaten
Tangerang. The writer sits at the back of
class and noted the all of students’
activities in learning English. The writer
found that the teacher used intensive
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reading in delivering material to the
students.

In this step the teacher (Miss I)
explained the all materials of descriptive
text included the aims of text, generic
structure, and language features. Then
she gave some descriptive texts to the
students and asked them to read and
analyze the characteristics of the text.
The students should know the meaning
of words and the detail information of
the text itself. It used to help the students
in understanding the material of
descriptive text and hopefully by
learning the material students could
able in making or writing descriptive
text by using their own words. In second
times of making descriptive text, the
students” writing more better that
previous task. The students could
understand the material of descriptive
text although some of them still did the
mistakes.

In the last observation on August
21st 2018 at SMAN 14 Kabupaten
Tangerang. In this step the Miss I as an
English the all

materials of descriptive text and gave

teacher reviewed
them some descriptive text as an
example in doing their writing task. She
allowed the students to read the text,
found difficult words, and analyzed the
characteristics of descriptive text. In this
step she asked the students to make a
descriptive text by using their own
words, and the result of their writing
task better than first and second task. It
means the students can improve their
writing task on descriptive text.

the
observation, it can be concluded that

Based on all result of
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students can improve their writing skill
on descriptive text by using intensive
reading.

b. Result of Students” Writing Test
The writer gave writing test to the

students, they were pre-test and post-

test. The result of the test can be seen on

the graphic below:
35%
Pre-test
65% Post-test

Picture 1 Percentage of students writing
score pre-test and post-test
(Source: students’ score of writing on
descriptive text in pre-test and post-test X

IPS 2 of SMAN 14 Kabupaten Tangerang)
Based on graphic above, the result

showed that students can improve their
ability in writing descriptive text. It can
be seen from the result of their pre-test
and post-test. The average score that the
writer calculated from 36 students
showed improvement. It can be seen
that students” score of pre-test was 55.4
or 35% of 36 students and the average
score of post-test was 30.1 or 65% of 36
students. From that average score it
showed that the result of students’
writing task was increase. It can be
concluded that students can improve
their ability in writing descriptive text
by using intensive reading.

This finding also supported the
previous finding that the writer took
from observation. In this step the writer
only focused in collecting the data from
students” writing score. The writer did
not compare the result with minimum
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criterion or KKM (Kriteria Ketuntasan
Minimum), because score of minimum
criterion is the total score from the all of
skills in English. In this research the
writer only took students” writing score
to see the improvement of their writing
ability especially in writing descriptive
text and also to answer the research
question that stated in chapter one.

c. Result of Interview

The writer also used interview to
support the previous research from
observation and students” writing test.
In doing interview the writer was
interviewed students and English
teacher (Miss I). The writer only selected
some students as representative of the
data. The writer chose students who got
writing achievement in high score,
middle score, and low score. The result
of interview as follows:

The interview held on August
22nd 2018. The result showed that
student 5 who got high score felt enjoy
and interest in learning writing by using
intensive  reading  especially on
descriptive text. Student 5 said “I like
intensive reading because I can understand
the content of the text. Moreover learning
descriptive text is easy and also can improve
my vocabulary”. It means that student 5
can understand characteristics of
descriptive text. Interview with student
22 who got middle score in her writing
test felt enjoy and interest also in
learning writing on descriptive text by
using intensive reading. Student 22 said
“I like this activity and it can improve my
vocabulary.” From the interview of

student 22, it means that intensive
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reading can improve her writing and
vocabulary Interview with student 18
who got low score, the result showed
that she still had difficulty in mastering
vocabulary and expressing general idea
of the text. Although she felt enjoy in
learning writing by wusing intensive
reading. Student 18 said “I interest about
this activity, it can help me in making
the
interview of student 18, it can be

summary of descriptive”. From
concluded that intensive reading can
help her in doing writing task especially
in summarizing the descriptive text
although her score is low.

The interview of the English
teacher, an English teacher of 10t grade
at SMAN 14 Kabupaten

Tangerang (Miss I), reveals that the

students

teacher agreed to use intensive reading
in teaching writing on descriptive text.
She said, “Intensive reading is good for
teaching writing, although the students
still difficulty in express their idea on
writing activities because the students
did not have enough vocabularies and
did not know the pronoun in English.
The students still confused in using or
changing the pronoun itself.” From the
interview of English teacher, it can be
concluded that intensive reading can be
used in teaching writing and it can help
the students in understanding the
materials of descriptive text.

4. Discussion
This finding also supported the

previous data that the writer found at
the field. Most of students gave positive
responses to the lesson by using
intensive reading. They felt happy in
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learning descriptive text and they could
make a summarizing of the text easily
although their mistake still appear in
their writing task especially in using
verb and pronoun. Intensive reading
can help the students in understanding
the materials directly so their mistakes
in writing descriptive text can be solved.
Based on the explanation above, it can
be concluded that intensive reading can
give positive impact on students’
writing ability. The teacher should be
creative in delivering materials by using
some techniques in order to face student
problems in learning English especially
in writing. According to (Miller, 2011)
said that intensive reading is an activity
course of read passages in students’
textbooks, and the teacher explain about
grammar, vocabulary, text organization
and meaning from the reading. It means
as a teacher should give the detail
explanation to his or her students about
the material before he or she give a test.
This
(Afriyeni, 2013) on “Improving Students’

finding also supported by
Reading Comprehension by Using Intensive

Reading Technique At Grade V.D Of Sdn 6

Pekanbaru” the result shows that
Intensive  Reading can improve
students’” reading wunderstanding in

every indicator. It means intensive
reading not only improve students’
writing skill but also in other English
skills.

Based on the discussion above, it
can be concluded that intensive reading
can give positive impact in improving
students” writing text on descriptive text
for X-2 grade students in social class at

SMAN 14 Kabupaten Tangerang.
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Although in this case the students’
did
significant, but the students’

writing  score not increase
score
showed improvement. The students’
writing score in this research did not
compare with the minimum criterion or
KKM of English in that school, because
the score of minimum criterion or KKM
is the total score of all skills in English.
In this research the writer only focused
on students” writing score to know the
improvement of writing ability that she

found in the field.

6. Referensi

5. Conclusion
Based on the result of research

findings and discussions, it can be
concluded that intensive reading can
give positive impact in improving
students’ writing text on descriptive text
for 10t grade students at SMAN 14
Kabupaten Tangerang. So it could be
said that intensive reading technique
was an alternative way in improving
students” writing skill on descriptive
text and their vocabularies.

Adas, D., & Bakir, A. (2013). Writing Difficulties and New Solutions: Blended
Learning as an Approach to Improve Writing Abilities PhD in teaching English

Language Methods , AL-Quds Open University ,. International Journal of
Humanities and Social Science, 3(9), 254-266. Retrieved on 12 April 2018 at 11.22

a.m

Afriyeni, Mukhaiyar, H. (2013). Improving Students” Reading Comprehension by

Using Intensive Reading Technique at Grade V.D of SDN 6 Pekanbaru. Journal
English Language Teaching (ELT), 1(3), 15-21. Retrieved on 9 July 2018 at 11.48

a.m

Aljumaily, S. (2015). Improving My Students a€™ Writing Skill : An Intensive
Course for ESL Learners by Using Process-Approach to Writing with the

Assistance of Computer Word Processor. International Journal of English

Language  Teaching, 2(1), 29-35.
Retrieved on 17 July 2018 at 12.06 p.m
Aryani, Y. (n.d.). (2013). An Analysis Students” Errors in Writing Descripyive Text
Using Present Tense, 1-9. Retrieved on 26 February 2018 at 8.19 a.m
Brown, D. H. (2004). Language Assessment: Principles and Classroom Practices. New

https:/ /doi.org/10.5430/ijelt.v2n1p29

York: Pearson Education, Inc
Brown, J. D. (1995). The Element

3333 & Heinle Publisher. p. 196.
Despande, S. (2014). Teaching Writing Skills in English: Involvement of Students in

of Language  Curriculum. U.S.A: Heinle

The Assessment and Correction of Their Own Errors. International Journal of
English Language Teaching, 3(1), 68-73. Retrieved on 22 March 2018 at 09.25 a.m
Feradilla Eramona, M. A. H. (2014). Using The Clustering Technique in Teaching
Writing a Descriptive Text to Junior High School Students. Journal English

31



JIPIS Volume 28, No. 2, Juli-Desember 2019

Language Teaching (JELT), 2(2), 74-81. Retrived on 25 December 2017 at 12.54
p-m.

Hogue, A. O. and A. (2007). Introduction to Academic Writing (third edit). New York:
Pearson Education.

Husna, Lailatul, Zainil, Y. R. (2013). An Analysis of Students” Writing Skill in
Descriptive Text at Grade XI IPA 1 of MAN 2 Padang. Journal English Language
Teaching (ELT), 1(2), 1-16.Retrieved on 24 February 2018 at 2.21 p.m.

John Aquilina, M. (1999). State Literacy and Numeracy Plan Focus on literacy : Writing.
Departement of Education and Training Curriculum Support Directorate.
Retrieved on 12 April 2018 at 9.29 a.m.

L. R Gay, G.E. (2012). Educational Research Competencies for Analysis and Application.
10th Ed. US: Libarary of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data.

Miftah, M. Z. (2013). Implementation of Intensive-Extensive Reading Strategy to
Improve Reading Comprehension, 3(1), 21-30. Retrived on 2 June 2018 at 6 p.m.

Miller, K. (2011). Intensive Reading , Extensive Reading and the English Reader
Marathon at Tsurumi University, 69-84. Retrieved on 17 July 2018 at 11.53 a.m.

Morris, J. D. (2018). Intensive Reading, (April). Retrieved from
https:/ /academic.oup.com/ eltj/ article-abstract/XXVI/1/38 /409385 Retrived
on 26 April 2018 at 9.06 a.m.

Rus, D. (2016). A Didactic Approach to Writing Skills in a Technical Learning
Environment.  Procedia ~ Technology, =~ 22(October  2015), 1191-1196.
https:/ /doi.org/10.1016/j.protcy.2016.01.16 Retrieved on 17 March 2018 at
10.21 a.m.

Sa, H. (n.d.). Improving Students ~ Ability in Writing Descriptive Texts Through a
Picture Series- Aided Learning Strategy, XL(1993), 164-182. (Sa, n.d.) Retrieved
on 11 March 2018 at 06.17 p.m.

Salem, F. P. (2018). Improving Students ~ Writing Descriptive Text Using Mind
Mapping Teaching Strategy of the Tenth Grade Students, 5(201 7), 147-154.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1133832 Retrieved on 1 March 2018 at 10 a.m.

Siburian, D. T. A. (2013). Improving Students”  Achivement on  Writing
Descriptive Text Through Think Pair Share. International  Journal  of
Language Learning And Applied Linguistics World, 3(3), 32-44. Retrieved on 17
March 2018 at 10.25 a.m.

Sugiyono, P. D. (2010). Metode Penelitian Pendidikan. Bandung:Alfabeta.

Suparman, U. (2009). Qualitative Research for Language Teaching and Learning.
Bandung: Arvino Raya.

Yang, W. (2012). Intensive Reading and Necessity to Integrate Learning Strategies
Instruction. English Language and Literature Studies, 2(1), 112-117.
https://doi.org/10.5539/ ells.v2n1p112 Retrieved on 20 March 2018 at 4 p.m.

32



